[Advice from the Health Council of the Netherlands: wish and reality].
On 18 January of this year the Health Council of the Netherlands presented its research agenda for innovative medical products to the Dutch Minister of Health, Welfare and Sports. In its report 'Medical products; new and necessary' the Council describes fifteen health areas in which patients, doctors and nurses believe innovations are necessary. A 'metaprogram' is recommended to stimulate partnership of industry and research. Some comments can be made regarding the way end-users, i.e. patients and health care providers, were consulted concerning the priorities for innovation and the recommended incentives. In addition, these end-users might have assisted in discovering ways to repair 'market failure' of new medical products.